
 Mountain home offers 
a taste of nature, 

elegant space
By Chris Rourke

Courtesy

A glass enclosed stair 
tower provides natural 
light to the home. It fea-
tures custom lighting.
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From breathtaking views to 
rustic finishes, Mt. Crested 
Butte’s Jim Moran had a vision 
when he built his house at 17 

Timberland Drive — not to keep it all 
to himself, but to share it with others. 
The home sits high on the mountain 
with sweeping vistas, a ski trail and a 
forest of aspen trees nearby that glim-
mer in the fall. The large floor plan 
allows for many guests. But perhaps 
what is most unique is the way it incor-
porates outdoor elements and space 
indoors for year-round enjoyment. 
In fact, wildlife frequent the large 
glass walls of the fi rst-fl oor providing 
entertainment in even the quietest of 
moments.

But Moran had an idea beyond cre-
ating a typical mountain resort home. 
His goal was to enhance the lives of 
others by providing an extraordinary 
experience. Because, as he said, nature 
provides relief from the monotony and 
the “sameness” of the world.

‘Let’s see what this house 
wants to be’

Moran — who had been a frequent 
visitor to the Gunnison Valley — 
recalled hiking with his daughter along 
the ski trail which is located next to his 
current home. He was at a point in his 
life when he wanted to own a home in 
Mt. Crested Butte. While the two were 
hiking, they spotted an old red cedar 
house along the trail with amazing 
views. When they looked inside they 
discovered the house was empty and 
available to purchase. His daughter 
convinced him to buy the house and 
renovate it.

“Daughters can be convincing,” 
Moran said.
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A SNEAK PEAK AT PITKIN
WE HAVE THESE AVAILABLE FOR SHOWING NOW,  AND 

COMING SOON MANY MORE IN-TOWN AND ON-THE-MOUNTAIN 
WHEN THE SNOW MELTS . . .  JUST A SAMPLING . . .  STAY TUNED!

LUCINDA KC LULL  • BROKER, OWNER
PITKIN COLORADO REAL ESTATE

Building sites in Pitkin 
and on the mountain

970-641-3475 | MayorKC@aol.com
www.pitkincoloradorealestate.comO n l y  a g e n c y  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  P i t k i n

Completely remodeled inside with everything you’d want 
or need. 4 bedrooms, 4 baths, breakfast nook, formal 
dining room, large living room with smaller sitting room 
just off the deck that gives you views up and down 
Quartz Creek and the surrounding mountains. Spacious 
bedrooms - two with their own baths, custom made log 
furniture in two of the bedrooms, large open kitchen with 
a nice sized pantry together with washer and dryer. The 
two story garage is perfect for a workshop and plenty of 
room for the toys and cars.  
$750,000 | MLS# 748761311 First Street, Pitkin

720 River Street, Pitkin 
Large spacious home with 4 bedrooms, 
large open kitchen, dining and living 
room area, 2 baths and 1 car garage. 
Great views.
$425,000 | MLS# 735041

111 S. 14TH ST. • GUNNISON • 970-641-6651

GRANITE • MARBLE • ENGINEERED STONE • CABINETRY
CUSTOM HOME ACCENTS

FEATURING MANY CABINET AND STONE 
SURFACE LINES TO CHOOSE FROM

STOP BY OUR SHOWROOM AND WE'LL BE HAPPY TO ASSIST 
YOU IN DESIGNING THE KITCHEN OR BATH OF YOUR DREAMS.

Steve Coleman | Owner/Fabricator 
Jennifer Coleman | Owner/ Cabinet Design & Sales
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But during renovation, excessive water 
damage was discovered. Moran said he had no 
choice but to strip the site down to the home’s 
foundation.

Moran then reached out to architect Tom 
Pritchard of Madderlake Designs based in 
Aspen, who gave Moran guidance on develop-
ing the property into a new home.

Pritchard, said Moran, offered simple 
advice. 

“Let’s see what this house wants to be,” 
Moran said.

But it was Moran — who has spent much of 
his life in commercial real estate — that came 
up with the concept for the new home, and 
he proceeded to build it in what he calls an 
“unorthodox way.”

Construction began without full plans — 
each section of the home was built one at a 
time in sort of a phased process. In addition, 
Moran determined the true identity of the 
home.

“I decided that it would be a legacy prop-
erty, that it would still be in my family and that 
my kids would have it to enjoy,” he said.

Elements come alive
The 6,800 square foot home features five 

king bedrooms with en suite bathrooms. Two 
lofts contain four bunks in each of them for 
children to have their own space. Th e home 
has six full bathrooms and three “powder 
rooms.” In total, Moran estimates the home 
can sleep 21 people.

A media and recreation room spans the 
below ground level space, while a glass 
encased stair tower leads to all four stories of 
the home. 

Th e ground fl oor features a unique twist to 
the home — the ability to bring the outdoors 
inside. Two walls of the living room consist of 
NanaWalls — constructed with large panes 
of glass. The glass walls allow for the great-
est views of the surrounding mountains in 
the winter, and are retractable, allowing the 
living room to function as an open air space. 
NanaWalls are also found in the home’s dining 
and kitchen area.
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Chris Rourke
Outdoor spaces 
are a highlight 
of the home.

Sweeping 
views surround 
Moran’s home.

Lofts in the 
upper level 
of the home 
provide bunk 
space for youth.

18 HOMES INSIDE & OUT   |  SPRING 2020



On the second level, a music room, 
which will be wired to feature state-
of-the-art sound, is constructed to 
accommodate a full-sized grand piano. 
Stairs lead further upward to open 
air decks, complete with grills and an 
outdoor fi replace — an ideal spot for 
entertaining and enjoyment of the 
views. 

Finally, the loft rooms complete the 
final level with a porch area which 
opens to the front of the home.

“It’s called the sunset porch — a 
covered porch where you access the 
two lofts,” said Bridgette Bellamy, 
Moran’s partner. “You can put ham-
mocks out there, they can play music. 
It’s a place for teenagers — their own 
private little spot.”

Yet, another way outdoor features 
are incorporated inside the home are 
through its rustic fi nishes.

Large boulders have been placed 
in strategic locations throughout the 
room, giving the impression that it was 
carved out from the hillside. Th e hood 
over the kitchen stove is fabricated 
from sheet steel giving the room clean 
lines. Steel handrails give the glass 
stair tower stability and strength, while 
native stone can be found throughout 
the home. 

“I tried not to overdo things like 
people do,” said Moran. “It's a match 
up of modern lines, rustic materials 
and industrial items. The key was to 
keep it simple and use simple materi-
als.”

Perhaps one of the most unique 
materials featured both inside and out 
is reclaimed wood taken from two cab-
ins built in the late 1800s. The wood 
used for the cabins was about 160 
years old, so the trees which supplied 
the timber began growing in the 1600s. 
The timber used consists of about 
70,000 linear board feet, and was used 
on the home’s exterior combined with 
horizontal chinking, and inside as 
fl oorboard and trusses.

“I believe we have a connection 
with the infi nite variety of nature,” said 
Moran. “When we’re looking at wood 
— how that every single piece is diff er-
ent — I believe it does something for 
your soul.”

continued on 20

SERVICES
• Residential / Commercial Structural Engineering
• On-Site Wastewater Treatment System Designs 

(Septic Systems) 

Bill Barvitski, P.E.

970-642-4110 | bill@troutcreekengineering.com
www.troutcreekengineering.com | 124 E. Virginia Ave. 

DESIGN ~ BUILD ~ TURNKEY ~ CUSTOM HOMES
Crested Butte - Ridgway - Telluride - and Beyond

Exceptional Post and Beam Strength ~ Beauty ~ Since 1945

INDEPENDENT DEALER 
CONTRACTOR

MAJESTIC PEAKS

Custom Homes, LLC

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Design Build, LLC

970-240-9250 | Info@MajesticPeaks.com
MajesticPeaks.com
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All the elements are 
bathed in natural light 
supplied through abun-
dant windows and the 
stair tower.

‘Shared’ space
With exquisite architecture and scenic beau-

ty, the house is a respite to its owner. One 
might be tempted to keep such enjoyment to 
oneself — but not Moran. His goal is to share it 
with as many people as possible, hosting non-
profit events and housing guests. The home 
twice has been the gathering spot for Tough 
Enough to Wear Pink’s annual fall fundrais-
er featuring country music singer Sundance 
Head.

“We’re extroverts and we love people,” 
Moran said. “I think some of the richness in 
our lives is because of the people around us. 
The opportunity to share time with each other 
and to share this amazing place — I don’t 
mean house, but I mean this place.”

Moran said his vision for the home has 
always been to share it — with friends, family 
and grandkids.

He has plans to welcome other events to 
the home, such as weddings and other special 
occasions and has given thought to renting it 

as a small venue — not a vacation home. The 
goal would be to entertain people in a space 
which offers peace in a chaotic world. By doing 
so, Moran feels the house fulfills his vision.

“What inspired the building of this was my 
vision over a 25 year time frame … it was built 
to be shared,” he said, reflecting on the effort 
that went into creating the home. “This house 
built me.” �

Moran’s home 
has been used 
for private 
concerts such as 
Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink’s fall 
fundraiser.

Multi-level patios and 
decks accommodate 
many guests.
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 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT THIS HOME

Go to 17timberland.com
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